
172 

Senator Phlllius introduced a bill requi:r.ing the Commission. 
e<" of the General J .... and Office to record evidences of title.
Read lst time. 

Bill authorizing plaintiffs or defendants, or their agf'nts 
to file briefs of their cases in. the Supreme Court, to be taken 
M an appearance; ordered to be engrossed. 

Bill to authorize Chief Justic"es of counties, elected on thr. 
lst Monday of February, to continue the discharge of t'b.e du
ties or their office. Read 1st-time. 

Joint resolution, declaring the exclusive right of Texat<, to 
the jurisdiction over tne soil in.eluded within its limits. Read 
lst time. 

Bill for the relief of Isaac Ferguson. Reaci !st time. 
Bill for the protection of vl'idows and crph"ans. Read 1st 

time. 
On motion of Senator vVood, -::he Senate adjourned unti1 9 

o'clock A. ~1 to-morrow. 

SEN ATE CI-:T.AMBER1 l 
'THURSDAY, AprU, 9, 1846. r 

9 o'm .. ocrc A. M. 

Senate mat pursun.nt to adjournment, l'oli. called and a quo
rum present. 

Journal of the preceding d&.y wa.~ read and: adopted. 
Senator Grimes, Cha.trmzm of the Fir.once committer, to 

whom w·as T·efer:rer1 "a bm to raise a revenue by direct ta.xa
Hon," reported tho same back to fhe Sel:late with an arnencl· 
)XO'l'~t• 

-Flfth se~Hon, fiffo Hnc, after "imposed." ':r;_sert "and upon all 
property assessed, where the o-vvner is •mlrno-vYr.." 

The committee also s:rbmit the following statement of the 
amount of property taxable, its value, and the amount of 
revenue ~.rising on ea.di ~<lnd, as nearly as call he arrived at 
from the the Treas11.rd.,; report of the assessment. for the yaiw 
1.845. 
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The following is a statement ef the amoun,t .of property tf!-Xable, 
f/,S value, and the amount of revenue arising o-n each l.-ind, 0,9 

n:uzrly as the same can he arrived at from the Treasurer's ree 
port of the assessment for the year 1845. 

21,885,990 acres of land valued at $15,830;120,0() 
the amount of revenue arising from the same at 20 
oonts on each hundred dollars worth is $31,6fW.,24 

18,332 town lots valued at @~,589,8741,0C and 
tho revenue arising fron:. the same at ~O cents on. 
each hundred dollars worth, is 3,179,6-t 

218 Pleasure Carriages supposed to be valued at 
e200,00 each, wouid amount to $43,603,00 and. the 
revenue arising from t.he same at 20 cents on each 
hundred dollars worth would be 8'7,,20 

619,417, money at interest, the amcu:n.t of i·evenue 
arising from the same at 20 cents on each hundred 
dollars would be 18,83 

23,624 Slaves valued at e~aoo each would amount 
to fJ7,087,200,09, and the :eevenue ari&ir::g from the 
f.ame, at 20 cents on each hundred dollars would ba 14,174,40 

12,993 head of horses valued at ~25,0:J eac}J., 
a.mounts to $324,825,00 and the amount of revenue 
arising from the same at 20 cents on each hundred 
dollars worth would be 649,65 

284,336 head of cattle valued at $3,50 each 
amounts to $995,196,00 and the amount of :;:ev'enue 
arising from the same 20 cents on. each h.unckeu 
dollars, would be 1,990,35 

337 metal clocks, 563 wood clocks. 508 gold 
watches, 451 silver watches, in. all 1859 at an n.v
erage value of *~35,00 each, would e.mount to 
~65,400,00 and at 20 cants on each hundred dolla...l'S 
would produce revenue to the amount of IW,8~ 

10,730 persons subject to poll tax at o:n.e doUa:r 
for each, would raise a revenue of 10, 78ll,OO 

Making altogether '$62,621,U 

Add for deficiency of eight counties, f~·om which 
no assessment was made, at the r-ime of the Secre·, 
tary· of the Treasury making hw report 17;t!~J.'11i 

Amount carried: over $80,512,86 
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Amount brought ever $ S0,512;85 
Statement number 6 of the Treasurer's report 

shows the amount of license tax collected from 26 
counties for :five qua>ters, or 15 months ending oz: 
the 1st February, '40, to he $15,l4:J,16, take from 
that amount (~3028,03 and the remainder 12,112,:'.3 
is th,e amount of license tax collectad from the 28 
counties reported for the 12 months ending Feh .. 
;;uary 1st, 1846 12,112,13 

Add for deficiency of 10 counties,. froin which no 
returns had been reporte{ of license collected 4,6fiR,51 

Making altogether $97',288,49 

Deduct ten per cent. set apart 'by the Gonstilu .. 
tion for plli'poses of education 9,728,34 

Leaving $87,5fi:>,l:> 

It is believed that there will be a larger :a umber of hors!i'-H and 
cattle taxed under the laws that will be enacL-tl at the prebrnt 
session of the Legislature, than was undep ths laws he1•et~Jfore 
existing, which o-rrly taxed all the hornes ovor' four head,. u-wned 
by each individual,. and all the cattle over t-vYeJJty .. five head -
Sheep, hogs and other stock, tog·ethe1· wlth many snw.U i1t·ms· 
could be mentioned, but the amount of revenue arising from 
the same would be incons~derz.hle, and perha,ps it "t'XOuld be
:;afest not to estimate the same, but to leave it ou.t to baltt uce 
against faihrres ·which may take place on some of the items 
before enumerated. 

~t would also be pro])ei' to deduct the expenses of asse:;~ing 
and. collecting the i:evenue, but tile c01nmissions for the ~ame 
not being fixed yet, the amoun-!; carrnot bs ascertained. 

Senator Scott, C"nairman of the committee or;: Engi.'U;,;>ed 
Bills, rerort,;d 

A bil to authorh:e the Governol' to ciemarrd monies du.B the 
State, by the Gove:mment of' the Unite~ States. .Ana 

A hill to provide for the transfer of .k1.:iicial -r:rroceedir1gs 
from old to new counties, as correctly engrossed. -

Also, 
.\n act c1·eating tlte county ot· Smith, a.n£ 
Au act to incorporat.z Duval Academy, in the county of Fan.

itin, 
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As correctly enrolled, signed by the Speaker and President 
pro t.em. of the .Senate, and presented to the Governor for his 
n.ppl:'oval. 

Sonator Cuney, from the committee on C1aims and Accounts 
reported back without amendments, a. bill for the relief of N'. 
Amory. 

Senator Kinney intwduced a bill, ta allow persons holding 
liabilities of the late Re-public of Te~as, to receive !and scrip 
in payment thereof; and a bill to prevent the introduction of 
vagrants into the Stait& from foreign countries Read !st 
time. 

A message was reeeived from the House, transmitti&.g 
A hill to create the county of Denton, which orig:i.:nated in 

the Senate, and 
A bill creating- the county of Cass, originating ir: the 

House. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

An act to ©rganize Probate Courts. 
Stmator Robinson moved to strike out "and of drunkards9

' in 
the 8th line, and the words "to appoin.t trustees for :ha,bitual 
and notorious drunka::ri'.s," in the 19th line. 

Yeas and nays being called, stood: 
Yl<as. Senators. BourJa:o.tl, Brashear, G~mes, Kin:n-ey, J!k:il·· 

!er; llobinson,. "V\fillia:rnson anq Wood---8. 
Nayg. Senators, Ba;gby, Burleson, Hogg, Jewett, ll:<fcK.in

ney, iV.foNeel, Navarro; Parker, Phillips, Scott, 'l\'ailll.:!e, and 
Williams-12. 

I..osf;. 
Smiator Williamson moved to insert after the word '"'estates,~' 

~provided, al ways tha1: no- costs shall e.ccru.e b:. pwtecting. 
drunkards, as contemplated by this section." 

Carried. 
Senator "\iVallace moved te> strike out "and of drv:n:i:ard.s" in 

the IUth lli:ie, "to appoint trustees, for ha'.J::tu;a,J. an.d notorious 
drunkards,,. in. 23rd line, and th.e pr°'vis-0 ji;.st ~tdopted. 

Yeas and nays called, stood~ 
Yoa.8. Senators, Bom:·lan.d, Brashear, Grimes, Jewett, Kin-· 

Dey, l\!U1er, PhlllipB, Robinson, Wallace, Willin..ms, WillfamMT1 
and Wood-12. 
~,Nays. Sena.tors, Ba.gbjr1 Bu::-leson~ Ecggp 1¥foKinn.ey, MG~· 
.,,eel, Xa;varro: Paiker: aud Scot!r-.S. 

Adopted. 
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Senator Williamson moved to strike out in 2nd section 4th 
line, from the word. "annexed" to the word. '"'in." ' 

Carried. 
Senator Scott moved. a reconsideration of the vote just ta

ken. 
Carried. 
Senator 'Viliiamso1':. moved. 'to strike out the word "thereon 1> 

in 4th iin~. 
Carried. 
Senator Vvallace moved to insert "thereon1> after "atlminis

trator" in 4th line." 
Carried. 
Senaro-1· "\Villiamson moved to strike sa.t the words "and to 

dismiss trustees." in 22nd iine. 
Lost. 
Senator Scott moved to strike out all after the word "clerk" 

in third line of 7th section, to the word "by" in 4,th line. 
Carried. 
Senator Kinney moved to strike out "ten days" in 2nd line 

n,nd inse1"G " three weel-i:s.~' 
Lost. 
A messag·e was received irom the House, transmitting. 
A bill establishing the .Judicial Districts of the State, with 

amendments. 
On motion of Senator Pa:l.'ker, the bill under consirleration 

was laid on the table, and the Senate took up the bil1 trans~ 
mitted from the :House. 

Senato1• 1.iY allace moved the non-concurrence of the Senate 
in the amendments of the House. 

On motion, the Sena:te adjourned. u-ntil 3 o'clock P. ur. 

3 o'CLOCK, P. '.II. 

Senator Scott, from the Engrossing Committee, ;;eported. 
correctly engrossed, 

A 'bill authorizing plaintiffs er defen::lants, or their agent 
to file in the Supreme Court, briefs of thefr cases, to be taken. 
as an appearance. .Also, 

A joint resolution gt11nting permission to any person, who 
petitioned the Legislature, for reEef, tc "VYithdraw their Youch-
ers. Also 

A bill to anew former· holders cf Jard .. sold. :fer taxes, to 1:e
deem foe same, where it. was 1)urd~ased. in by the Gove:m
ment. 
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Amendments of the House to the bill to organize the Judi
cial Districts of the State. Question, before the Senate being 
the concurrence in the amendments. 

Yens and nays being called, were as follows: 
Yeas. Senators, Bagby, BoUJ'land, Burleson, Cuney, Hogg, 

Jewett, Kinney, McKinney, N avarrc, Parker, Williamson anC. 
Williams-12. 

Nm1s. Senators, Grimes, Miller, Phillips, Robinsor.~ Scctt, 
Wallace, and Wood.---7. 

Carried. 
Senator Cuney introduced the following .resolution,: 
Resolved by the Senate, the House concurring, That the iwo 

Houses of the Legislature, will go :into the election of' Di.st·ict 
Attorneys of the several districts of the State, on Saturoay 
the 11th inst., at eleven o'clock. 

Laid on the table one day. 
Senator Kinney, Chairman of the committee on Pl'bting, 

reported, recommending ~hat sealed p1·opcsals be :received :fo:
printing 2,500 copies of the Constitution, Ordinance :.-e~ating to 
colonization contracts, and the Laws, together with. 500 copies 
of the Journals, and that the Legislatrilre go into the elect.ion. 
of Public Printer, on Tuesday, the 14th. inst., at 12 o'clock. 

Report adopted" 
Senator Navarro introdueed a joi:nt :resob:tion requiring the 

Governor to investigate the subject of the public doma.5.1:1.
Read 1st time. 

On motion, the bill to organize Probate Courts was taken 
up. 

Senator W aUace moved to inser-t "or guardianship" before 
"ad:minstration" in 2nd.line of 7th section" 

Carried. 
Senator Grimes moved to strike out in 2nd line, Sth sec~io:a, 

the word ••one" and insex1. "two." 
Lost. 
Senatol' Jewett moved to stTike out all after the word "'of0 

fice" in 10th section and insert "to be ad:ministered by foe 
Probate Judge." 

Carried. 
~enator Williamson moved to strike Ol:<.t the word "¥<t.pJ1to" 

pnate," 
Carried. 

. Senator William.sen :moved to atl'ike out itl I "ltll seetio~ ~ 3~:'1. 
lme, the word "repres~n~tives" and.%n1:JeJ\'t u guardians,'7 

Lost. 



178. 

:._.;enator Bourland mo.-ed to strike out" by families" in 10th 
iine. 

::·cas. Senators, Bourland, Hogg, vYilli:11rnion, and \Yood. 
-<L 

1>.'oys. Senators, Ba~hy, Burleson. Cuney, Grime:::, Jewett~ 
McKinney, Mcl\ecl, Miller, l\aYarro, Parker, Phillips, Robin-· 
son, Scott, \\'allacc and \Villi::uns-15. 

l..i0st. 
Senator Phillip::: offered an addi1ional section: 
iJc 1:tjin-lhcr cnn~lf'd, Tl1at all laws and parts of laws her~

loforc in force. relati'.·e t!'l the du1 ie~ or l'rohatP Courts and the. 
sdtlement of ·:-.mcccssions, he ancl 1lw rnmc arc lwrcl;~: rcpeal
·~d: and unfinishrd husincss of c~1ates now p('n<lin11. shall be
•'.onducted from this date in accordance ·with the provisions or 
1.his a.ct, and that this act take effect from the lst day of July 
next. 

Adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 
:-V>..,nate adjourned until to-morrow 9 o'clock .. 

SEKA.TE CHAMBER, ! 
Fr..m.\Y April 10, 1846. ) 

t~ o'CLOCK A. Ill. 

6cnate· met, pursuant to adjournment-roll c~lled and a. 
11norum present. 

Journal of the p1ecc<ling <la.y wa.s read and adopted. 
Senator Scott, Chairman of the committee 011 Enrolled Bills, 

r~ported the follo\\·ing bills correctly enrolled: 
An act to exempt from taxation $250 worth of household 

pr:Jperty and other personal property belong to each family in 
this State. 

An act to provide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the State of Texas. 

An act to create the county of Hunt. 
An act to incorporate Lamar Academy in the county of .La-

1nar~ 

An act creating the cowity of Cherokee. 

Senator Grimes introduced a bill, to establish a Gen~I 
Land Office for the State of Texas. Read 1st time. 


